As a Follower







Follower: One who follows.


I thought everything my cousin did was cool, like how he can break-dance, juggle four things  at once and how he can put his leg over his head, like come on its weird for a guy to do that but you have to admit it, it’s kind of cool. I always wanted to be like him and do everything he did, like if he went somewhere, I’d go with him, and if he did anything else, I’d do it too. But, this is the biggest mistake I’ve done. Foolish me, I followed him and went for a walk, we found ourselves at a the store. He told me it was “easy” and “cool” to steal, so I went along with it, I grabbed something small, cheap and well what I thought was easy to steal and I put it in my pocket. He laughed at me and said “that’s it?” so he took grabbed something more expensive and put it in his coat. I was shocked and well, a bit amused. I couldn’t believe that he did that, at that moment I wanted to be the bigger man and say we shouldn’t do this and let’s leave, but I also didn’t want to ditch him, and I also didn’t know what to do, so I laughed back, took a couple of things and did the same thing he did. I could tell he was impressed, he smiled, patted my back and said “nice job.” After a couple of laughs, there was a person who worked at the store, she walked by us, so we ran away and found ourselves in the electronics section. My cousin told me that he knows an easy way to steal CD’s, but at this point, I knew we were going to get caught. I had this, well, gut feeling. I told him 4 times that we were going to get caught, but he laughed it off and said “no I promise, we won’t get caught, it’s simple” and stupid me, again, I went along with it. We managed to steal a few DVD’s and CD’s, I held on to them. After about 20 minutes, we decided to leave the store. All the weight was off my shoulders because we wouldn’t get caught. Or, so I thought. We headed for the door and when we reached outside this guy grabbed us, and now I felt sick to my stomach. He said, “Don’t move, you’re under arrest.” He grabbed us really tight, like if he was hanging off from a cliff, and hanging for his life, he pushed us really hard to the back room. But, I can’t blame him, he didn’t know who we were, and he knew that one of us had something that could be used as a weapon against him. After a couple of minutes in the back room, the police were notified, and they could have charged us, and we could have had to pay a lot of money, not only for the crime, but for lawyers and other fees. 

Instead of charging us, we got really lucky, and most people don’t get lucky. We got sent to a program called RJCK (Restorative Justice Chatham-Kent). This program teaches teenagers like us about theft, self-discipline, vandalism and how people can be affected by our actions as well as other law-breaking stuff. It helped me and my cousin regain each other’s trust and everyone that we have affected. After the program, I’ve learned the consequences about theft, like it affects a lot of people, you could get charged, which means paying a lot of money, you could go to jail, which means a criminal record, and that’s one of the worst things to have in your life. You’ll have “THE” hardest time getting a  job, and getting a higher education, because people don’t let criminals work for them, Colleges and Universities may not let you in, they also don’t want criminals in their schools. My advice for anyone who is in the same situation as I was, and also having that gut feeling that you shouldn’t do this, then you should listen to your gut feeling, leave, STOP your friends from doing what they are doing, say NO and think about the consequences first. 

Adapted from a story written by a youth who participated in the TWC series program. Identifying material has been removed to protect the identity of the writer. 


