The Cozened Companion
One day two friends named Amanda and Jim decided to hangout after school but ended up being bored with nothing to do. Amanda started reminding Jim on how bored they were and how stealing would give them an unforgettable rush. After hours of this pressure, Jim finally gave in to Amanda’s idea. 

Cast of Characters:

Narrator: Represented by italics
Amanda- A girl who puts on a “tough girl” attitude around her friend. Always trying to impress her social circle
Jim- A boy who achieves good grades and is involved with many school clubs and sports. His behavior is easy influenced by others

Loss Prevention Officer- An undercover shopper who is secretly there to prevent loss of income to the establishment

Mom- A well-educated high school teacher who has always taught her son to be respectable
Amanda and Jim drove from school and now are at Amanda’s house.

Amanda: It’s only Thursday and really feels like Friday. Can this week have gone any slower?

Jim: I know. School is getting so boring lately. I’m losing interest in like all of my classes. 

Amanda:  Well what do you expect? All the teachers at our school are idiots.

Jim: Ya, Mrs. Jones won’t get off my back for being late all the time. She says that its “becoming a pattern.”

Amanda: Dude, That’s nothing ! I have 6 detentions next week for skipping. My mom is being stupid. She won’t even write me a note. 

Jim: Ugh, my mom would flip if I got detentions. 
Amanda: You’re such a little prude. You never get in trouble.

Jim: I do sometimes, when I don’t clean my room.

Amanda: Hahahaha! Oh you’re a rebel. (Sarcastically) Why don’t you take risks? You’re missing out.

Jim: I don’t know they never really come to me. 
Amanda: I’ll show you something that gets your adrenaline pumping.

Jim: Oh what’s that?

Amanda: You’ll see. Let’s go. I need some stuff from the drugstore.

Jim: Ok, what do you need?

Amanda: Hmmmm. Whatever I see that I like.

Jim:  What’s that supposed to mean?

Amanda: Ever heard of the five-finger discount?

Jim: Yes, do you really do that? 

Amanda: Duh!

Jim: Have you ever been caught?!

Amanda: No, I’m no amateur. 

Jim: I don’t know Amanda.

Amanda: Jim you have to do this or you’ll always be the loser who plays it safe.

Jim: I’m not a loser.

Amanda: Okay then come with me. I’m sure there will be a few things you like yourself

Jim: I’m too nervous.
Amanda: Don’t even worry about it. I’ll coach you through and keep look out.

Jim: Is it easy.

Amanda: Yes, so easy. You can get whatever you want.

Jim: Okay, I might try it.

Amanda: Let’s go.

Amanda and Jim drive over to the drugstore and sit in the parking lot. 

Amanda: One rule. You can’t look suspicious. Don’t look around or at the cameras or else they’ll follow you like dogs.

Jim: Ugh. Okay. Are you going to tell me what to do?

Amanda: Ya, don’t worry. 

Amanda hands Jim her gym bag and the two walk into the store.

Greeter: Hi, how are you today? Just to let you know all cosmetics are 15% or more off. Enjoy shopping.
Jim: Thankyou.

Amanda: (whisper to Jim) Oh, we will.

Amanda and Jim walk down the makeup aisle and Amanda points at different items.

Amanda: Get that.

Jim looks around hesitantly and stuffs the item into his bag.

Amanda: Okay, now take that.

Jim: I can’t. This is wrong.

Amanda: Jim, just do it. You won’t get caught.

Jim: I’m not taking any more. Let’s just go.

Amanda: Fine. You’re a coward. 

Amanda and Jim make their way toward the exit. Jim’s heart is pounding as they pass by the greeter.
Greeter: Have a nice day!

Jim: Uh, thanks.

As Amanda and Jim advance towards the car, they hear a loud voice. Jim feels a strong ham on his arm. 

LPO: Hey, stop right there.
Jim stops but Amanda keeps running. Jim tries to run with Amanda.

LPO: You’re under arrest for theft.

Jim: No, please!

LPO brings Jim to ground and cuffs him. 

Jim: What’s going to happen to me?

LPO: We’re going to call your parents. Stealing really isn’t a smart thing.

Jim: I know but my friend told me to.

LPO: Your friend isn’t important. This is your problem.

Jim cries and wonders how he could have trusted Amanda. He thought she would always be there for him. Apparently not. Amanda ran to the car and drove away. Is this really something a “friend” would do. Be careful who you trust and make your own decisions.

